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HI-TECH  VIEWING 

More  and  more  Continuing  Legal  Education  seminars  and  library 
workshops  are  offering  various  applications  of  personal  computers 
for  legal  research,  law  office  management,  and  other  legal  uses. 
An  excellent  way  of  showing  data  from  a  computer's  screen  to  an 
audience  is  with  the  use  of  a  special  display  unit  which  projects 
the  data  onto  a  large  screen. 

The  State  Bar  of  Montana  has  contributed  most  of  the  purchase 
price  of  such  a  displayer  and  the  Law  Library  now  has  a  PC 
Viewer.  Manufactured  by  In  Focus  Systems,  Inc.,  the  PC  Viewer  is 
extremely  easy  to  use.  We  connect  it  to  a  personal  computer  and 
set  it  on  top  of  a  standard  overhead  projector  to  get  a,  sharp, 
high  contrast  image  that  can  be  read  easily  by  a  large  audience. 
The  model  that  we  chose  is  compatible  with  both  the  IBM  line  and 
the  Apple  and  Macintosh  lines  of  personal  computers. 

Our  viewer  will  be  used  for  LEXIS  and  Westlaw  training,  and  the 
C.L.E.  General  Practice  Institutes  in  Great  Falls  and  Miles  City 
this  spring.  It  is  available  for  other  state  bar  programs,  local 
bar  associations,  and  other  libraries  which  are  providing 
training.  We  ask  that  borrowers  pay  for  shipping  via  U.P.S.,  and 
schedule  use  of  the  viewer  in  advance. 


DIXIE  COMES  WEST 

We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Steve  Jordan  is  our  new  reference 
librarian.  An  undergraduate  of  Memphis  State  University,  Steve 
also  graduated  from  MSU's  Law  School  and  served  four  years  in  the 
Army's  JAG  Corps.  He  then  received  his  masters  in  library  science 
from  the  University  of  Tennessee.  Currently,  Steve  is  licensed 
to  practice  law  in  Tennessee. 

A  native  of  Tennessee,  Steve  is  learning  about  the  western 
frontier's  mvstique.  He  enjoys  running,  golf,  baseball  (St. 
Louis  Cardinals) ,  and  the  out-of-doors.  Welcome  to  Montana, 
Steve! 


MONTCLIRC 

When  the  MONTCLIRC   (Montana  Criminal  Lav/  Institute  &  Research 
Center)  program  ended  last  summer,  Jim  Ranney  asked  if  the  State 
Law  Librarv  would   archive  their   files  of  working  papers  and 
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memoranda.  We  agreed  to  make  these  valuable  papers  available, 
and  ordered  file  cabinets  for  their  storage.  Last  month  the 
cabinets  finally  arrived,  and  we  can  now  provide  you  with  copies 
of  MONTCLIRC's  work.  The  files  are  indexed  so  that  subjects  can 
be  retrieved  fairly  easily.  Remember  this  valuable  Montana 
resource  is  available  at  the  Law  Library. 


ON-LINE  CONNECTIONS 

At  long  last  our  simultaneous  remote  database  searching  (SRS) 
capabilities  are  on-line.  With  a  computer,  a  modem,  and  a 
telephone,  you  can  now  participate  in  a  Westlaw,  Dialog,  or  LEXIS 
on-line  search  as  it  is  being  done  here  at  the  library. 

If  you  are  one  of  our  many  LEXIS  subscribers  who  has  been 
hesitant  to  complete  your  first  search,  now  is  the  time  to  take 
the  on-line  plunge!  We  can  use  your  assigned  password,  or  we  can 
use  our  password  and  bill  you  later  for  the  search. 

Call  Judy  Meadows  or  Steve  Jordan  for  more  information  regarding 
these  on-line  capabilities.  If  you  have  a  specific  search  in 
mind,  call  Steve  to  set-up  an  appointment  for  simultaneous 
searching  using  Westlaw,  Dialog,  or  LEXIS.   All  systems  are  go! 


THE  FEDS  IN  THE  LIBRARY 

Recognize  This  Symbol? 


If  ^  looks  familiar,  you  probably  already 
kiiow  about  one  of  the  most  convenient  sources  of 
Government  information.  ^  identifies  a  library 
that  is  a  member  of  the  Federal  Depository  Ubrary 
Program. 


The  State  Law  Library  of  Montana  was  designated  a  selective 
Federal  Depository  Library  in  1977.  It  serves  as  a  link 
between  you  and  the  federal  government. 

Currently,  we  select  four  percent  of  all  publications  offered 
to  depository  libraries  on  subjects  ranging  from  agricultural 
decisions  to  child  abuse.   Specific  titles  include: 

United   States   Sentencing  Commission.     Guidelines   Manual. 

Federal  Mine  Safety  and  Health  Review  Commission  Decisions. 

FOIA  (Freedom  of  Information  Act)  Update. 

Third  Branch,  Bulletin  of  Federal  Courts. 

FCC  Record. 

Child  Support  Report. 

Federal  Labor  Relations  Authority.   Report  of  Case  Decisions. 

Code  of  Federal  Regulations. 

National  Labor  Relations  Board  Weekly  Summary  of  NLRB  Cases. 

Home  Confinement:   An  Evolving  Sanction  in  the  Federal 

Criminal  Justice  System. 
Asset  Forfeiture:   Compilation  of  Civil  Statutes. 

Inspections  held  by  the  Office  of  Superintendent  of  Documents 
insure  compliance  among  depository  libraries  with  the 
Federal  Library  Depository  Program.  Organization  and  maintenance 
of  the  depository  collection  are  examined  during  inspections 
along  with  service  to  the  public  and  staffing  levels.  The  law 
Library  passed  its  August  18,  1987,  inspection  with  five  excellent 
ratings,  one  good  rating,  and  one  satisfactory. 

In  the  coming  year,  we  v/ill  assess  our  documents  collection  and 
seek  to  provide  expanded  access  to  legal  information  from  the 
federal  government  by  selecting  more  items  available  from  the 
depository  program.  If  you  have  government  documents  or 
information  which  you  think  would  be  useful  in  the  Law  Library, 
please  send  us  your  suggestions! 

ATTENTION  LEXIS  SUBSCRIBERS 

Mead  Data  Central  is  offering  a  LEXIS  Deluxe  Terminal  for  those 
members  who  wish  to  access  LEXIS  but  do  not  own  a  PC,  or  those  who 
would  like  to  o^^7n  a  dedicated  LEXIS  Terminal. 

Installation:  No  charge. 

Lease:  $60/month  for  1  year. 

At  the  end  of  that  year,  the  subscriber  owns  the  terminal 
for  a  total  price  of  $720  (compared  with  the  normal  $900) . 

Maintenance:  Included  in  the  first  year's  lease. 

$170/year  thereafter. 

Please  contact  Char  LeVasseur  if  you  are  interested  in  this 
special  offer. 

****The  Montana  Code  is  now  part  of  the  LEXIS  database.**** 


IN  A  HURRY?   TELEFAX! 

Since  April  1,  1986,  the  Law  Library  has  been  the  lead 
institution  for  the  Montana  Faxnet  Project.  The  project  was 
funded  totally  by  the  Fred  Meyer  Charitable  Trust,  Library  and 
Information  Resources  for  the  Northwest.  The  project  has  used 
telefacsimile  to  improve  rapid  delivery  of  information  in  the 
state  of  Montana.  Telefacsimile  transmission  is  a  system  that 
allows  printed  materials  to  be  converted  into  electronic  digital 
signals.  The  signals  are  then  transmitted  over  telephone  lines 
to  be  formatted  into  hard  copy  by  the  receiving  equipment. 

The  Montana  Faxnet  Project  has  completed  all  demonstration  phases 
of  its  document  delivery  grant.  As  of  April  5,  1988,  the 
equipment  will  be  placed  in  16  public  libraries.  In  order  to 
ensure  a  smooth  transition  from  a  project  sponsored  network  to 
a  private  ownership  network,  the  Faxnet  Program  will  remain  in 
operation  until  October  1988.  The  statewide  equipment  network 
has  been  established  to  serve  all  Montanans  and  v/ill  continue  to 
exist  even  after  the  grant  dissolves. 

Montana  lav;  firms  are  encouraged  to  use  their  public  library  and 
its  fax  service  to  retrieve  information  from  the  Law  Library  in 
Helena.  Firms  are  encouraged  to  communicate  directly  with  the 
staff  at  the  Law  Library  to  ensure  correct  citations  and  quick 
fax  delivery  of  your  requests  to  your  public  library. 

The  Law  Library  will  fax  15  pages  on  a  free  status  per  week  to 
each  firm.  After  firms  have  used  their  allotment, 
telecommunication  charges  will  be  assessed  to  your  telephone 
credit  card.  (If  you  do  not  have  a  credit  card,  charges  can  be 
reversed  to  your  business  number.)  In  addition,  the  faxed 
material  must  be  photocopied,  and  your  firm  will  be  billed  for 
all  staff  photocopying. 

Telefacsimile  technology  will  enhance  Simultaneous  Remote 
Searching  (SRS)  now  available  at  the  Law  Library.  (See  previous 
page)  .  In  a  matter  of  minutes  you  can  identify  and  retrieve 
information  without  ever  leaving  your  office. 

Public  libraries  in  the  following  locations  will  have  fax 
machines  available  for  public  use:  Augusta,  Bozeman,  Butte, 
Chinook,  Columbia  Falls,  Glasgow,  Glendive,  Great  Falls, 
Hamilton,  Lewistown,  Lincoln,  Livingston,  Miles  City,  Sidney, 
Whitefish,  and  Wolf  Point. 

During  the  last  18  months,  governmental,  legal,  educational, 
medical  organizations  and  libraries  have  tested  the  effectiveness 
of  the  facsimile  technology.  The  system  has  provided  benefits  to 
Montanans.  Over  35%  of  the  59  sites  that  tested  the  equipment 
have  purchased  or  allotted  funds  to  procure  fax  equipment  in  the 
future.  Presently  there  are  207  identified  facsimile  units  in 
Montana . 


The  long-term  existence  of  the  Faxnet  Network  will  be  continued 
because  of  the  conunitment  of  the  public  libraries.  Their  fax 
machines  and  expertise  will  assist  in  the  delivery  of  information 
via  the  telecommunications  network. 

STAFF  'N  STUFF 

The  library  staff  has  changed  significantly  since  the  last  time 
we  produced  our  newsletter.  Char  LeVasseur  is  now  our 
Administrative  Assistant.  She  is  the  one  who  attempts  to  keep 
our  LEXIS  Membership  Group  running  smoothly;  pays  the  library's 
bills,  orders  supplies  and  equipment  and  in  general  keeps  us 
operating . 

Erik  Anderson  joined  our  technical  services  unit  in  August  as  a 
library  clerk.  While  waiting  to  start  law  school,  he  has  been 
processing  mail,  checking  in  materials,  shelving,  filing,  and 
skiing. 

Marie  Hartman  has  again  joined  the  law  library  staff  as  a 
library  clerk  in  circulation.  (She  has  helped  us  in  the  past  as 
a  temporary  worker.)  Marie  is  an  expert  at  loose-leaf  filing, 
shelving,  and  helping  library  patrons. 

REFERENCE  TIP 

Records  and  briefs  offer  full  documentation  of  the  arguments  and 
evidence  presented  for  cases  that,  by  reaching  our  appellate 
courts,  test  the  foundation  of  American  law.  For  contemporary 
understanding  of  the  issues  involved  and  the  rulings  and  opinions 
of  the  judges  in  the  cases,  briefs  are  essential  sources.  They 
serve  both  as  models  for  arguments  in  constitutional  law  and  as 
evidence  of  the  evolution  of  American  jurisprudence. 

At  the  State  Law  Library,  we  not  only  have  available  the  briefs 
that  have  been  filed  before  the  Montana  Supreme  Court,  but  v;e 
also  have  the  records  and  briefs  on  microfiche  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  (1970  term  to  present)  and  the  briefs 
filed  with  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Ninth 
Circuit  (1985  to  present,  covering  cases  reported  in  volume  775 
Federal  Reporter,  and  forward).  We  are  happy  to  lend  you  the 
briefs  of  our  court,  and  to  send  you  copies  of  the  records  and 
briefs  of  the  Ninth  Circuit  and  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 


WE'RE  IN  TOUCH  -  SO  YOU  BE  IN  TOUCH 

Our  main  telephone  number  here  at  the  library  is: 
444-3660;   our   reference   librarian's   telephone 
is:  444-3636;  and  our  telefax  number  is  444-3603 
may 


number 

(You 

call  444-3660  day  or  night  to  verify  library  hours.) 


Stotc  Low  Library  of  Montono 

Justice  Building 
215  N.  Senders 
Heleno,  MT  59620 


